Name:

Directions:  As you read, write down things you are thinking, feeling, seeing, questioning, doing, connecting to on the lines next to the place in the reading were you are doing these things.

Dear Diary

Origins of Settled Life (Part 2)

Some houses were more elaborately decorated than others.  Some had bull's horns sticking out of the plaster.  In others figures were sculpted right into walls.  Each generation added its personal touch until finally the house was torn down and another house built right over the ruins – adding another layer to the mound.

     Mellaart has retired now, and Catalhoyuk is in the capable hands of archaeologist Ian Hodder.  Where Mellaart scooped artifacts from the soil with his bare hands in the 1960s, Hodder sifts the dirt looking for the bits and pieces of the puzzle today.  After the dirt is sifted, it is thrown into barrels of water.  Slivers of obsidian sink to the bottom of the barrel, seeds float, and more pieces to the puzzle are seperated from the soil.  Once the scientists have passed the dirt through the sieves and the water barrels, they examine the mud that is left under the microscope.  Hodder tries not to let anything escape his team.

     Catalhoyuk was rebuilt at least 12 times over its 1,000 year heyday.  Houses crumbled and populations swelled.  As in any large town, construction was ongoing.  Preserving the details of the walls can be a challenge for excavators.  Mud brick dries out and quickly erodes when it is exposed to the air.  To hold in the moisture, workers spread plastic sheets over the walls, then record the position of each brick.  Modern archaeological methods place importance on the site as a whole.  It's not just what you dig up, but where it was found in relation to everything else around.

     Under the plaster floors and built-in beds, excavators found skeletons – hundreds of them.  There were infants and young children, adults and old people.  The people of Catalhoyuk lived on top of their ancestors, generation after generation buried beneath the floors.  Scientists believed one possible explanation for the home burials has to do with claims to ownership.  The skeletons of your ancestors are proof your family has lived there.  Initially scientists thought that the bodies had been put out in the open before they were buried so that the vultures could pick the bones clean.  Modern studies suggest the bodies intact.  Smoke billowing from the open fires in the house must have helped cover the stink of rotting flesh.
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